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Get Ready For Taxes
Are you ready to file your taxes? What
about making plans to minimize your tax
bill for 2017 and 2018?

2017 has been a wonderful year and none of it would be possible without you.
Remember, being a member of a credit union means you are an owner. This truly
is your credit union. We look forward to helping you make 2018 even better than
2017. On behalf of the entire KSW Federal Credit Union staff and Board of
Directors, Happy New Year. Thank you and “Everything we do, we do for you.”

Goodbye iTalk, Hello Mobile Banking
For those of you who use the iTalk platform to call and check your balances, we will
be discontinuing this service as of March 1, 2018. As you know, we try our hardest
to bring products to the membership that are
beneficial to everyone. A great replacement
for this service is the KSW@Home online and
mobile banking. This option is fantastic as you
get real time changes in your account, see
pending transactions, make loan payments,
transfer funds, and much more! Contact your
local branch and ask how to get started today.
As always, our staff at KSW is here to serve you
Monday through Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Kasasa® is Coming!
KSW will begin offering rewards checking and savings
accounts in 2018! We plan to have these
products available to the membership in January.
With Kasasa, you will be able to receive dividends
on your checking by simply using your account.
We will have more details by mid-January in regards
to the exact rewards that will be available to you.
Stay tuned for all the details at www.kswfcu.org.

Know your deductions
In addition to the standard deductions
and exemptions, you may be eligible for
additional tax credits and deductions.
There are potential deductions for
mortgage interest, child care expenses,
and more.
For example, students or their parents
may be eligible for tax deductions. This
is a good time to consult a tax adviser
to see how tax code changes and
adjustments to your financial situation
affect your eligibility for tax deductions
and what documentation you need.
Make donations
This time of year is a popular time to
make charitable donations, as people try
to minimize their tax liability. If you’ve got
extra to give, consider donating cash or
goods to a local charity that matches your
service priorities.
Check your address
If you’ve moved in the past year, you can
prevent delays in getting your tax refund
by changing your address. File a change
of address form at irs.gov. Also ensure that
your address is updated in your tax prep
or financial management software —
that way everything will match up when
you file your taxes.
Gather your paperwork
If you spend a little time now gathering
receipts for deductible expenses, proof of
ongoing insurance coverage, wage and
earning statements, and other paperwork,
you can save your (or your tax preparer’s)
time when it comes time to file.
Renew your ITIN
If you use an individual tax identification
number, it may need to be renewed if you
haven’t used it for filing in the past three
years. You can find a form W-7 to renew
your ITIN at irs.gov.
Taxes are never fun, but the end of the
year is a great time to review and get
ready for filing — you can reduce your
stress in April by taking a little time now.

Keep Your Money Safe
Planning a trip this winter? Whether you’re hitting the slopes or relaxing on a
tropical beach, there are some steps you can take to protect your finances on
your travels.
Tell us where you’re going
As part of our ongoing fraud prevention, we monitor your typical card activity.
If you’ve ever gotten a call from us saying that a charge was made in a foreign
country or in some other fashion that is outside of your routine, you’ve seen
that protection in action. When you’re traveling, help us know which charges
are likely to be yours by notifying us of upcoming travel by calling us at
207-872-5602. That way, we won’t automatically block your card if we see a
bunch of charges from, for example, the British Virgin Islands.
Consider a security wallet
Some thieves use electronic devices that scan your card information so they can
then use it to make purchases — or sell to the highest bidder. These devices
may be more common in tourist locations, as thieves know that people are
carrying cards and probably not checking their charges. You can buy a wallet
that blocks these signals and use that to carry your cards.
If you’re using cash, a money belt will keep that safe while you’re walking
through crowds. Depending on where you’re traveling, it can be good to keep
some cash on hand for businesses that don’t accept cards or that offer a
discount for cash.
Stay up-to-date on your activity
Use mobile banking to monitor your card activity and ensure that automatic bill
payments and direct deposits have happened as planned. Contact us as soon
as possible if you notice an issue.
Use the hotel safe
If you’ve got your passport and credit cards, don’t just leave them in your
suitcase. Most hotel rooms include a safe where you can store excess cash,
cards, jewelry, and other valuables while you’re not in your room.
These simple steps will help you keep your money safe so you can keep your
focus on enjoying your holiday.
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The articles in this publication are for general information only and are
not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any
individual. We suggest that you consult your attorney, accountant,
financial or tax advisor with regard to your individual situation.

